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LETTERS FROM HON. HENRY LAURENS TO HIS 
SON JOHN, 1773-1776. 

[Continued from the January number.] 

[25-] 

Charles Town So Carolina 18 th July 1775- 
My Dear Son—, 

My last went by the hands of M r . Os- 
wald Campbell dated the 14 th . Ins*. — <p Ship Mermaid, to 
which I beg leave to refer — N Yesterday a packet containing 
Public Advertisers & N°. 6. Parliamentary Register was 
brought to me from Georgia — the direction shewed it to 
have come from you but there was no Letter, nor was' it 
sealed nor marked by what Vessel it was forwarded.— two 
Vessels arrived in the course of last Week from Bristol & 
brought us intelligence from London up to the 29 th . May, I 
have nothing under your hand later than the 6 th . why do not 
you enquire for all opportunities? you have friends in Bris- 
tol who would forward your dispatches — N but why, of late, 
have you neglected the conveyance by packets ? opportuni- 
ties will become precious, you should seek for every one that 
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offers & let me know by every one how it fares with your 
Uncle Aunt Sisters Brothers & your self & then as much 
more as time & circumstances will permit. 
Eb. Simons told me last Week he had received a Letter 
from a School fellow at Winson Green informing him of 
M r . Howell's total loss of strength & powers for business, 
i)y a paralytick stroke — admitting this intelligence to be true 
— I conclude the good old Man, did not long survive, con- 
sequently I am anxious to learn how you have disposed of 
my little James. — at this Instant I am agreeably interrupted 
by the arrival of two packets from Georgia containing 
your Letters of the 20 th . & 21 st April & two News papers, 
for me — & one Letter directed to your Uncle — had these 
been put in the Ships Bag I should have had them eight 
days since but being sent to. M r . Habersham's care I am 
fortunate in getting them so soon — as a proof of his care, 
which I hope will never be called upon again on my Acco'., 
I cannot forbear mentioning that with these Letters of 
yours, came one, dated 17 th ffebry last which reached 
him about the 20 th . or 21 st . — advising of the arrival of a 
Chartered Ship at Sunbury & claiming his aid to send it 
forward immediately — he has had that Letter the delay of 
which might have cost me 50 or 60 Guineas lying in his 
House five Months & there with these of yours it would 
probably have laid five Months longer but that he was 
sweeping out before his embarkation for Philadelphia 
which it seems he made a few days ago & my Letters were 
committed to M r . Clay's protection — the old Gentleman has 
shattered his constitution & greatly tarnished his moral 
Character by excessive drinking — whether Philadelphia 
without temperance will restore his former health & fame 
remains to be determined by his experiment. 
M r . Manning had apprized me of the discovery which you 
had made of a favourable error in your Treasury Accounts, 
whether £46. 19. 6. would be sufficient to conduct you 
through the remaining half Year's mere extra expences 
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rested with you, our friend gave as his opinion that it 
would do so "very comfortably" — I shall only make two 
observations — 'tis more than a majority of the brightest 
geniuses of the Age could afford to spend at your time of 
Life — & tis much more than our Estate in its present pre- 
carious condition will admit of — "few possess so little of 
that virtue which prevents foolish actions, yet none can feel 
more poignant regret when sensible of the Commission of 
them." — very pretty! & canot a Man of your sensibility & 
penetration discover a way for accomplishing that by Skill, 
which nature has denied, if it be true that she has denied 
it — but I deny the fact ; Nature has been abundantly kind in 
all respects to the Young Man, but at diferent stages he has 
in many respects given himself Airs — I say, be it so, let us 
help Nature, by depriving ourselves of the means of doing 
foolish Acts — but I have said enough & I will say no more 
to a Man of a good heart & a good Head. — You are by the 
Grace of Lord North in a fair way to know the pleasure of 
working for Money, you will in due time learn the only 
pleasure which can result from the use of it. — 
but to return, I take it for granted, that in case of M r 
Howell's death you had removed your youngest Brother 
from Winson Green, not to Geneve I suppose, because that 
sunshine which I flattered my self might have beamed forth 
has not appeared — probably to Westminster, because you 
are fond of that Seminary — if so I shall have no present 
objection, but God only knows how long we may be able 
to support the expence, every day is alarming with threats 

of reducing us to poverty 19 th . a second interruption of 

the agreeable kind too broke me off at the word poverty — 
an acquisition of 10,000* Weight of Gunpowder called me 
away detained me abroad till very late last Night roused 
me again early this Morning. I must away immediately to 
the Council of Safety & General Commee & must send this 
instantly or loose the Mail — I hope to have a few Minutes 
to day for writing by the only Vessel that now offers for 
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Europe — My Love & respects as usual — Adieu My Dear 

Son. I pray God to direct you 

Excuse the paper by Henry Laurens, 

accident the other half was 

blotted & no time to Copy — 

Mr. John Laurens — 

Endorsed: 18 July 1775. 

[26.] 

Addressed: M r . John Laurens 

Chancery Lane 
By Capt Wilson 
2 D O-^ 

London — 



Charles Town So Carolina 23 d . Septem 

1775- 
My Dear Child. 

I trouble you with the inclosed Copy of my 
Letter the 18 th . Ins* by the Swallow Packet because we are 
told she is gone to Boston with dispatches from Lord Wil- 
liam-^ 

I mean particularly to press my entreaty that you will dili- 
gently persevere in your Studies & let nothing be wanting 
on your part to render your self a good Member of Society, 
qualified to do your Country real service — that you will 
also diligently attend to your Brothers & Sisters, I am sure 
you will never forgive your self, if through your neglect or 
if from a want of your fraternal aid, either of those branches 
should suffer — do not I say even think of a new plan until 
you hear more fully from me. 

attend to your own Interest to the Interests of those who 
are not yet capable of helping themselves & who depend 
upon & look up to you — & you will confer even upon me 
obligations which I shall acknowledge as long as I live — 
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listen to my Instruction my Son & obey me at least until 
we interchange another Letter on the subject — Consider the 
28 th . of October is not yet arrived — receive, & do not snatch, 
your priviledge which is meant to be acknowledged & con- 
firmed in terms of propriety & honour — I will not injure 
you by supposing that it is necessary to say one word more 
on this important point. — N My hands are so very full of em- 
ployments & my mind so much engaged, as will not admit 
of my writing so fully as I had intended by this conveyance 
— let it suffice that I tell you, our people after talking of 
various offensive & defensive plans without bringing any 
thing to maturity except trifles in the first Class from 
whence they can never reap either honor or profit, are now 
upon the exploded scheme of stopping up the Channels 
called Lawford's & the Ship in order to keep out Ships of 
War, a scheme which I formerly opposed with great suc- 
cess & which I shall still contend against although I have 
little ground to hope for success, 2<i because they have re- 
vived a motion in a Committee which was reprobated in a 
Congress — the former may consist of 30 or 40 — the latter 
contained near 200 Members. 27 — the measure in my Idea 
proposes too much or two little — if they stop the Bar ef- 
fectually this Town & the most valuable part of the Country 

26 Mr. Laurens's opinion proved to be the correct one. The effort to 
stop up the ship channels in Charles Town Harbor was not a success, 
although it did precipitate bloodless naval battles in the Harbor on 
November nth. and 12th. 1775. (See McCrady's History of South 
Carolina in the Revolution, 17 75-1780, pp. 75-79.) The idea of stop- 
ping up ship channels by sinking vessels in them appears to be still 
popular in spite of repeated failures in the past. It failed in Charles 
Town Harbor twice during the Revolution ; the Federal authorities 
tried to bottle up the same harbor with a "stone fleet" during the 
State's Rights War, and only succeeded in demonstrating thereby the 
value of jetties; and the failure of Lieutenant Hobson's attempt to stop 
up the harbor channel of Santiago is still fresh in the minds of every- 
one. The latest failures of this scheme were those recently made by the 
Japanese at Port Arthur. 

27 But the Second Provincial Congress adopted a resolution on Novem- 
ber 10, 1775, which approved of the Committee's scheme. 
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will be ruined — if they fail we shall incur a vast fruitless 
expence & be exposed to ridicule & censure through future 
ages — & in neither case can we ward off the vengeance of 
Great Britain if she is foolishly determined to hurt herself 
by punishing us for such foolish conduct — the Door which 
we shall shut will be a sufficient punishment to us, but there 
is another through which she may enter & increase our 
calamity. — I wish for the happy time when every avenue 
shall be again opened to our mutual advantage — 
Give my Love to your Brothers & Sisters & accept the 
Blessing of 

Your faithful friend Your affectionate 
Father — ^Henry Laurens. 
My Compliments to 
M r . and M rs . Deans & tell 
the old Lady that her favorite Lord William 
is making Machines on board the Tamar — N 
poor Lord William His Administration of 
Government has afforded him no satisfaction in this 
Country — N 

M r . John Laurens- 

Endorsed: 23 d Septem 1775 

[27J 

Addressed: M r . John Laurens 

Chancery Lane 
intended 
By the Portland 
Capt Wilson- 

Now London, 

by Ledespenser Packet. 

Memorandum on reverse side: Opened & Sealed up 

again 21 October 1775 
by H L — 
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Charles Town So Carolina 26 th . Sept r . 1775. 

My Dear Son 

I wrote to you the 23 d . Ins*, by this conveyance 
& delivered my Packet to Capt Wilson by whose hands I 
purpose to convey another Packet in which this will be en- 
closed. 

Yesterday M r . Grimke 28 delivered me your dutiful Letters 
both dated the 2 d . August, & both very full of intelligence 
— he likewise delivered me from you two Packages of News 
Papers which I have lent to those who have more leisure 
than I have for such purposes, I must be satisfied with the 
Cookery of your old Schoolfellow Jack Wells, he gives us 
once a Week an exceeding good collection 29 — he is diligent, 
judicious & discreet & I never fail conning him over on 
Saturday night — you may tell his Father that I think he is 
not at all missed as a Printer, this will be no bad way of 
presenting my Compliments to him & I wish all compli- 
ments contained the same degree of sincerity as these do. 30 
what I have said in my Letter above mentioned & in a 
former dated the 18 th . ?p Swallow Packet will be an answer 
to your repeated requests for leave to return to America, & 
I can add no more on that head but my repeated intreaties 

28 "On Sunday last! arrived here, the Le Despencer Packetboat, Capt. 
Pond, with the August Mail, .after a Passage of seven Weeks from 
Falmouth ; in her came Passenger, Mr. John Faucheraud Grimke, son 
of Mr. John Paul Grimke, of this Town." — The South-Carolina and 
American General Gazette, Friday, September 29, 1775. 
2'JJohn Wells, Jr., was at this time publishing in Charles Town The 
South-Carolina and American General Gazette (weekly), the only 
paper then regularly published in the town. The South-Carolina Ga- 
zette; And Country Journal had suspended on the 1st. of August, pre- 
ceding, and Timothy was so busy with political affairs that The South- 
Carolina Gazette was only appearing at spasmodic intervals. 
30Robert Wells, the father of John Wells, Jr., opposed the Revolution- 
ary party, and probably seeing that he would not be "missed as a 
Printer", retired to England and left the printing of the paper in the 
hands of his son. He returned after the British had apparently con- 
quered the State. 
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that you will attend diligently to your Studies & qualify 
your self to be really useful to your Country, allowing as 
much time as you can for acting the Father the Elder 
Brother to those dear Boys & Girls, who may very soon 
be deprived of the aid of their Father & who must in that 
event look up to you — let not such Talents as are put into 
your hands lie unimproved for want of steadiness & con- 
stancy. 

I can say no more, tis needless to say any more on this 
subject, if what has been said should prove insufficient, 
further reasoning would be lost, you are predetermined ; 
you do not ask Counsel with any intention to be guided — 
but merely to obtain, if possible, countenance to your own 
Resolutions I will never believe so poorly of your mind, 
unless your conduct compels me — 

My Letter of the 18 th . July has before this day anticipated 
the answer you wish for respecting the change of School 
for Jemmy— I conclude that you have him now under M r . 
Henderson's protection at Westminster — My Dear Son, 
consider this important charge attend to it & the result of 
having trained up two younger Brothers to be useful Men 
in Society, will be mental happiness beyond all description 
— the Cloud over America blackens every clay & the im- 
prudent mad conduct of some of our Contemporary Poli- 
ticians will no doubt draw a burst upon our heads — no Man 
more likely to feel the effects of Ministerial resentment than 
myself — hence I hold my life by a very precarious tenure & 
think the period is at no great distance- — what my Dear 
Son would become of those Infants if they were to be de- 
prived of both you & me. Your Uncle is incapable of af- 
fording them any considerable assistance, besides from the 
account he gives of his state of health, I look upon him as 
lost. — God grant it may be otherwise — but in our present 
circumstances viewing the whole attentively, wisdom bids 
you, stand your present Ground & mind the business in 
hand. — 
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I trust you will give such directions concerning your 
Younger Brother's Education as will be consistent with my 
plan — while he is making a progress in Latin & Greek 
let particular attention be had to the branches of Reading 
& writing English & Arithmetic — & no less to the form- 
ing his manners — O my Dear Son, I intreat you. I beseech 
you, attend to these things — If ever I am unhappy it is 
when I think of the possibility of your deserting them — but 
that unhappiness cannot be durable which has no root. — I 
cannot I will not believe it. 

Yesterday I put the Question after three hours debate for 
stopping the Ship & Lawford's Channels by means of sink- 
ing Schooners, & it was carried in the affirmative 32 against 
14. — I could not have thought after the clear and sensible 
declarations made by Capt Tho s . Tucker who twice sur- 
veyed the breadth and depth of each Channel that so great 
a majority would have been found in favour of a measure 
which he & many other Skilful Men have declared, will 
prove ineffectual & will be attended with a vast expence & 
which had been in May or June last discountenanced by a 
much larger Majority — -I said nothing till the Question had 
been put & carried — then I observed that although so great 
a Majority had appeared for the Question, I was not 
ashamed to own "that I remained in my former opinion, 
that I had listned to the debates with great attention but 
had heard nothing new, nothing that could induce me to 
alter my sentiments — that if the Barr should be effectually 
stoped up, this Town & the most valuable part of the Coun- 
try would be ruined, if ineffectually, the projectors would 
be standing subjects for ridicule & contempt — that the ef- 
fectual stopping the Bar besides vastly depreciating the 
value of our Lands would not protect us against the Arm of 
England if she was seriously disposed to stretch it over us — 
that many of those who had spoke & more who had Voted 
for the Measure had judged as blind Men do of Colours — I 
should rejoice to find my self mistaken in my own judg- 
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ment, but that as the history of so important an Act would 
be transmitted through the World & to posterity, I was 
desirous that it should be known (although I was not 
obliged to give my Vote) on which side of the Question I 
had been — I was also desirous, that my Children should 
know it & finally that however I might appear from such 
declarations to be an Adversary the Committee should find 
me a generous one — I would not oppose the execution of the 
project since it had been Resolved upon by a Majority. — but 
that I could not believe the people at large would be pleased 
with it"— 

Now for the execution of this mighty work — a Commit- 
tee is appointed among whom are three most strenuous 
votaries— M r . Tenant, M r . Jn°. Edwards & Coll°. Powell, 
with three or four others whose names I cannot recollect — 
it behoves them at least to make some attempt, but already 
the good Parson says the Council of Safety must first take 
the Man of War which lies in Rebellion Road — in a word 
I believe he had not sat down & counted the Cost nor had 
he well considered consequences before he had determined 
upon the measure & that it will like many other of his 
schemes fall to the Ground. — 

You have been told that M r . Drayton & M r . Tenant had 
gone into the frontiers of this Colony in order to quiet the 
minds of certain persons who were disaffected to our Cause 
the latter returned from his Embassy some days since— M r . 
Drayton still remains & will remain some time longer — 
He has just now transmitted to the Council of Safety a 
Treaty which he had concluded with the heads of those Mal- 
contents on the 1 6 th . Ins', together with a Declaration 
which he had previously put forth & which had the desired 
effect of bringing them in — Copies of both these papers you 
will receive under cover with this which the Council of 
Safety have ordered me to send to London for publication 
with a short preface I must therefore desire you to see that 
work done in the Public Advertiser & Evening Post when 
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those & any other of the most celebrated Gazettes are so 
much at leisure as to take in the whole in one Day — As this 
business is Committed to my care, you will see that it is 
performed properly 'though I do not think it necessary that 
you should appear in it. I wish you would not — If we have 
received any pleasure from the knowledge of this flattering 
Treaty which between you & me I look upon as a very bad 
and imperfect Cure, our joy is a little damped by a schock- 
ing Account of a Cherokee Man killed & two others wound- 
ed in an attempt to kill, in cold blood, by four White Men 
unknown which we have just received from M r . Wilkinson 
at Keowee there is therefore no doubt of the fact, & the 
Act is looked upon as a contrivance by our Enemies to set 
those barbarians upon us. — Many attempts have been made 
to exonerate the superintendant 31 under the first charge 
against him but I say it with concern that I am more & 
more convinced his design was to keep the Indians always 
disposed to "Act for His Majesty's service," I cannot err 
when I use his own words & we well know what he meant 
by "His Majesty's service" — several of his Letters have 
lately been intercepted by the Georgians & transmitted to 
us — which clearly appear to have been thrown in the way 
for the purpose of amusing us — hence I am confirmed 
in my belief that M r Stuart meant to do what at first 
sight might have appeared to be his Duty, without hav- 
ing considered those consequences the prospect of which 
may now make him shudder, the Butchery of Innocent 
Women & Children in order to secure the name of a 
Revenue of 3 d . <P '. on Tea which would never have 
yielded to his Master the ten Thousandth part of three 
pence. Upon the whole I begin to apprehend an attack 
from the Indians — . 

I am just returned from General Commee, after a sitting 
from y 2 past 8 to near 3 oClock — three Hours of the 

31 John Stuart. 
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time was spent on a Motion that the Gen Commee. do 
Resolve that it is necessary to authorize the Commee 
for stopping up the Ship & Lawford's Channels to take 
destroy or drive away the Ships of War near Sullivants 
Island — the sub Commee had represented the impractica- 
bility of carrying the first intended measure into exe- 
cution while those Ships lay there 32 — after much de- 
bate I put the question — which was lost 23 to 16 — 
down went the Remora as the Parson calls it, to the 
Channels & up rose his Passions & 111 breeding — Gentle- 
men who were against the measure for attacking the Man 
of War, consented to submit the subject to a new debate 
on Friday — this is a kind of sporting which is not war- 
ranted by good sense or sound policy — If the proposed 
measure was a good one, it ought not to have been opposed 
— if bad — it ought not to have the chance of a second experi- 
ment. — this strange versatility confirms my observations 
that many had judged of this scheme as blind Men do of 
Colours & that we were reduced to the circumstances of 
Boys who had wantonly embarked in a Boat & launched 
into deep Water without a paddle — if the proposition for 
attacking the Men of War should be agreed to upon a recon- 
sideration on Friday, I very much doubt whether the Reso- 
lution will be carried into effect — if a serious attempt is 
made there will be bloody work — the Tamar is as well pre- 
pared as such a Crazy Bark can be — the Cherokee is fitted 
for defence & so is a fine Schooner which the Man of War 
lately siezed for that very purpose. — 

We have just received intelligence that the Georgians have 
siezed seven Thousand Pounds of Gun Powder on board 



32 The Cherokee had just joined the Tamar, as will be seen by the fol- 
lowing from The South-Carolina and American General Gazette for 
Friday, September, 8, 1775 : 

"Yesterday arrived here in his Majesty's armed Ship Cherokee, from 
England, William Gerhard de Brahm ; Surveyour General of the South- 
ern District of North-America, with his Family." 
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Rainier's Vessel for the use of the Colonies — You inti- 
mated that you were to write & send News papers by her — 
I have received six Letters by her from other friends but 
none from you — did you write? — talking of Georgia re- 
minds me to mention to you again not to send Letters for 
me to the care of M r . Habersham but direct to Joseph Clay 
Esquire & write a few Lines — 

acknowledge for me the Rec'. of a Letter from Your Uncle 
the 2 d August — from Miss Patsy the I st . M r Manning 
3 d . with my Love & Compliments & that I shall write by Le 
Despenser — & my Compliments to M r Izard if he is re- 
turned I shall hear from all his Plantations in a day or two 
& will write to him by that opportunity also. — 
tell your Uncle I will omit no opportunity of Converting 
his Currency into Sterling — his Negroes are all well but 
Ishmael & Betty a little troublesome. — 
My Love to Your Dear Aunt — & to Miss Polly particularly 
congratulate her on her recovery from the Small Pox — 
attend with a Father's Eye to your Brothers you will honour 
your self & greatly oblige 

Your affectionate Father 

Henry Laurens, 
M r . John Laurens. 

Endorsed: 26 th Septem — 1775. 
[To be continued in the nest number of this magazine.] 



